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October 18: Day One: Plenary Sessions
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08:30 – 09:00 Opening/Welcome Session
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Welcome Speeches: Deng Tianyi (Dalian Municipal Government)

Hongmei Yu (Vshine founder)

Qin Xiaona (founder, Capital Animal Welfare Association)

Dave Neal: AfA Accomplishment since 2017 [5 mins]

09:10 -11:45 Keynote Speech: Using Laws to Protect Animals (i)

Moderators: Kelly O’Meara (Humane Society International)

Panelists: Amanda Whitfort (University of Hong Kong Faculty of Law) Using laws creatively to protect animals.

Sun Jiang (Northwest China University of Law and Politics) Animal protection law-making in Mainland China: efforts and challenges.

Jill Robinson (Founder & CEO, Animals Asia Foundation) Harmony in our Home – Protecting Wildlife and Helping Communities in China.

Pam Frasch (Lewis & Clark Law School) Using laws creatively to protect animals: American experience and Cases.

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch Break
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13:30 – 15:30 Keynote Speech: Using Laws to Protect Animals (ii)
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Moderator: Paul Littlefair (RSPCA)

Panelists: Bernie Unti (Humane Society of the U.S.) Setting the stage: Historical and contemporary perspectives on the legal protection of animals.

Grace Gabriel (International Fund for Animal Welfare) The power of law in combating wildlife crime.

Wolf Gordon Clifton (Animal People) Legal dilemmas involving animal welfare and religious freedom.

Gao Lihong (Central China University of Economics and Law)
The extent of lab animal protection under China’s existing laws and regulations: a look at options of legal 
actions.

15:30 – 17:30 Case Handling Strategy Contest Presentation

Moderator: Peter J Li (Humane Society International)

Commentators: An Xiang, Amanda Whitfort, Pam Frasch, Gao Lihong

Presentation Teams: East China University of Law and Politics [Representative of each team speaks for 10 mins]

Northwest China University of Law and Politics

Guangzhou University

18:30 – 19:00 A brief pre-dinner "Interview" of five attendees by Bernie Unti

18:30 – 21:00 Welcome Dinner

day close

October 19, Day Two Panels and Schedule
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09:00 – 11:30 Panel 1: Animal Law and Education (I)

Moderator: Jackson Zee (Four Paws)

Panelists: Laure Boissat (World Animal Protection) The Animal Protection Index: a Global Ranking of Animal Legislation and Policy.

Maria Maliga Vernandes Sasadara (Animals International) Using existing laws creatively to close the dog meat trade in Bali, Indonesia.

Elvyra Aprillia (International Animal Rescue, Indonesia) Combating Wildlife Crime in Indonesia: Building Judicial Capacity Through In-House Training Workshops.

Fiona Woodhouse (Hong Kong SPCA)
Hearts and minds mainstreaming and working with in a legal framework to influence policy on companion 
animal management.

Panel 2: Law and Companion Animals

Moderator: Wolf Gordon Clifton
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Panelists: Matt Backhouse (Four Paws) Using existing legislation to tackle the dog and cat meat trade in Southeast Asia.

Peter J. Li (Humane Society International) The Lack of an Anti-cruelty Law is No Obstacle to Confronting the Dog Meat Industry.

Qian Qian Zhang (Dalian Vshine Animal Protection Association) Legal actions are achievable in China: Two Successful Cases.

Arkaprava Bhar (Humane Society International-India) Using existing legislation to End Dog Meat Trade in India.

Heidi Marquez-Caguioa (Animal Kingdom Foundation) Unifying Various Laws Against The Dog Meat Trade.

Panel 3: Animal Law-making and Animal Law Training 

Moderator: Amanda Whitfort (Associate Professor, University of Hong Kong Law Faculty)

Panelists: Aron White (EIA International) The need for comprehensive prohibition of commercial trade in wildlife threatened by trade

Chris Green (Harvard Law School) Mandatory Police Training on Animal Law.

Wim DeKok (World Animal Net) Simplifying the Development of Effective Animal Welfare Law: the Model Animal Welfare Act.

Roger Lohanan (Thai Animal Guardians Association) Thailand and Our First Animal Welfare Law.

Panel 4: Farm Animals and Legal Actions

Moderator: Roger Cutting

Panelists: Joyce Tischler ( Lewis & Clark Law School) Creative legal approaches to protecting farmed animals.

Carolina Maciel (Humane Society International) Legal experiences of advancing animal protection in Brazil.

Laura Gough (Anima International) 101 On how to collect evidence for successful prosecution.

Jessika Ava (Beyond Carnism) Using Food Policy to Fight Animal Suffering.

11:45 - 12:45 Lunch Break

O
ct

o
b

er
 1

9
, D

ay
 T

w
o

A
F

T
E

R
N

O
O

N

14:00 – 16:30 Panel 5: Government & Law Enforcement
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Moderator: Pamela Frasch (Prof. of Law, Lewis & Clark School of Law) 

Panelists: Yang Yang (Beijing Adoption Dauy) Adoption: A weapon against unregulated breeding and trade of pet dogs. 

Wim DeKok (World Animal Net) Building a global animal protection movement.

Jackson Zee (Four Paws) Animals in Disasters? The legislative framework to ensure the protection of animals in Asia.

Ivan Kurajov (Society for the Protection of Animals, Serbia) Law and reality - fighting animal cruelty on the national and local level in developing countries.

Panel 6: Animal Law and Education (II)

Moderator: Chris Green (Harvard Law School)

Panelists: Darren Wang (Hong Kong SPCA)
Full utilisation of the law - maximizing the outcome when fighting animal cruelty and minimizing unintended 
negative consequences.

David F Coggan (RSPCA) Can law makes society better?

Hari Prasad Joshi (Animal Nepal) Animal Nepal’s role in developing the world's first national Animal Welfare Policy.

Anna Cabrera (The Philippine Animal Welfare Society) Lessons  from animal welfare  resources in the Philippines.

Panel 7: Animals in Captivity

Moderator: Paul Littlefair (RSPCA)  

Panelists: Hu Chunmei (Freedom for Animal Actors) Legal Advocacy for Performing Animals.

Dave Neale (Animals Asia Foundation) Working with local traditions to end elephant cruelty in Vietnam.

Heidi Quine (Vietnam Bear Rescue Center, Animals Asia Foundation) Protecting bears in Vietnam; understanding attitudes and perceptions.

Darek Figa (ENRICH Project)
The smallest decisions can sometimes make the biggest difference - providing choice to improve animal 
welfare.

Catur Yuono Parasetyo (International Animal Rescue Indonesia)
A SMART multi-stakeholder approach in reducing potential human-orangutan conflict across West 
Kalimantan.

Working Group Sessions
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17:00 - 18:30 Working Group One: Wildlife Trafficking & Trade
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Facilitator: Dave Neal

Members: Naveen Pandey (The Corbett Foundation)
How to minimize wild elephants suffering while legal enforcement is pending: experiments in Assam, 
northeast India.

Sallie C. W. Yang Animal cruelty in illegal wildlife trade – a review of the legal framework in Southeast Asia.

Sofiya Shukhova Motivations for the exotic pet ownership. Does current legislation address the issue?

Marianne Van Der Werf (Effective Animal Advocacy Fund) Supporting a diversity of approaches.

Working Group Two: Farm Animals and Legal Protection

Facilitator: Joyce Tischler

Members: Jeff Zhou (Compassion in World Farming) Campaigning for legislation against factory farming

SOL Kim (Korean Animal Welfare Association) Cage-free campaign in Korea.

Leah Edgerton (Effective Animal Advocacy Fund) Effective Animal Advocacy.

Chris Liptrot (The Humane League/Open Wing Alliance) Combining Corporate and Legislative Policy to Create Change for Farm Animals.

Andrzej Pazgan (Anima International) We can’t do it alone - creating strong organizations and finding allies to achieve legal change.

Working Group Three: Laws and Morality in Human-Animal Relations

Facilitator: Kelly O'Meara (Humane Society International) 

Members: Rhea Manila Santos (Philippine Animal Welfare Association)
How Social Media and Traditional Media can be used as a vital tool in education and public awareness about 
Human Education and swifter prosecution of Animal Cruelty.

Roger Cutting (The Donkey Sanctuary)
The use of contextualized problem-based learning in enhancing students’ understanding of issues around a 
so-called messy problem; the development and imposition of laws relative to animal welfare.

Joanna Fidela Paradero-Mamit (Philippine Animal Welfare Association) PAWS LEAD Program - Enriching Learning through Kindness and Compassion.

Chiemeka Chiedozie (The Humane Global Network) Humane Education.

Gege Liang (Dalian Broadcasting and Television Bureau) Life education starts with children and reduces harm from the root.

Robert Ramin (Grenzebach Glier Camp)
Innovative fundraising strategies to support local, national and international animal protection and wildlife 
management.

Working Group Four: The Challenge of Wildlife Protection - The Case of Orangutans

Facilitator: Bernie Unti (Humane Society of the United States) 

Members: Hardi Baktiantoro (Center for Orangutan Protection) Orangutan and Bullet, Never Ending Story.

Sari Fitriani speaking for Indira Qomariah (Center for Orangutan Protection)
Enhancing the capacity of local rangers to save protected species: Lesson learned from Lesan Dayak, East 
Kalimantan.

Paulinus Kristianto (Center for Orangutan Protection) Forest for People and Wildlife.

Hardi Baktiantoro (Center for Orangutan Protection) Law enforcement against global investment, A mission impossible?

Heribertus Nugraha (International Animal Rescue)
Examining the relationship between visual and text-based social media in gaining civil society engagement in 
the plight of Bornean orangutans.

Sari Fitriani (Center for Orangutan Protection) COP School, how education could be the key to combat wildlife crime.

18:30 - 19:30 Asia for Animals Coalition Meeting (Meeting Room TBD)
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Moderator: Yang Yang and Fiona Woodhouse

Documentaries: A Lucky Dog (重获新生) [Yang Yang], a Vshine-HSI rescue story 

Kangaroo: a love and hate story [to be introduced by Mick Mcintyre and Kate Mcintyre Clere and followed with a discussion and Q&A]

day close
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08:30 – 10:00 Law-making and Enforcement (I)
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Moderator: Bernie Unti (Humane Society of the U.S.)

Panelists: Paul Littlefair (The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals): Bringing the public with us: Building a consensus for animal protection law in China (携手公众：在中国建立动
物保护立法共识)

Sun Deming (Ethics and Animal Welfare Committee of International Council for 
Laboratory Animal Science)

Ethics, animal welfare, national standards in Chinese labs: breakthroughs in China.

Liang Zhiping (China Arts Research Institute) The principle of the rule of law in animal protection

10:00 – 10:15 Tea Break

10:15 - 11:45 Law-making and Enforcement (II)

Moderator: Andrew Rowan (former CEO and President of Humane Society International).

Panelists: Mark Pearson (Animal Justice Party) The Dirty Dark Secret of the Great Southern Land Australia.

Louis Ng (ACRES and Singaporean Parliament) Engaging politicians and government in law enforcement.

Jinfen Zhou (China biodiversity conservation and green development 
foundation)

Law and legal actions for biodiversity.

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch Break
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13:30-  15:30 Law-making and Enforcement (III)
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Panelists: Mang Ping (College of Chinese Culture) The legal challenge of animal performance in China.

Eddie Bowles (Advocates for Animals) Using laws to tackle the donkey skin trade.

16:00 – 17:00 Awards Ceremony

Hosts: Deng Fang and Maizi

Award presenters: Jill Robinson, Bernie Unti, Yu Hongmei, Kelly O’Meara, Amanda Whitfort

event close


